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Colourful semantics is an approach created by Alison Bryan. 
It is aimed at helping children to develop their grammar but 

it is routed in the meaning of words (semantics). 
 

What is Colourful Semantics? 
 

Colourful semantics reassembles sentences by cutting them 
up into their thematic roles and then colour codes them. 

The approach has 4 key colour coded stages. There are further 
stages for adverbs, adjectives, conjunctions and negatives. 

 
WHO? – Orange 

WHAT DOING? – Yellow 
WHAT? – Green 
WHERE? – Blue 
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The approach helps children to organise their sentences into 
key levels. The approach is used in stages and helps children develop 
language and vocabulary in addition to grammatical structure. It can 

be used to help children who are starting to develop language and have 
limited vocabulary to confident talkers who struggle to organise the 

grammatical content of their sentences. 
 

Who can use Colourful Semantics? 
The approach can be used with children with a range of Speech, 

Language and Communication Needs including: 
Specific Language Impairment 
Developmental Delay or Disorder 

Autistic Spectrum Condition 
Down Syndrome 

Literacy difficulties 
Children with English as an additional Language. 
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For Example: 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Who? 
 
 

 

Doing what? 
 
 

 

What? 
 
 
 

 

Where? 
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Who Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The boy 

 
 
 
 
 

The girl 

 
 
 
 

The dog 
 

 
 
 
 

The cat 
 

 
 

 

The man 

 
 
 

The lady 

 

 
 
 

The teddy 

 
 
 
The children 

 

 
 
 

The teacher 
 

 
 

 
The horse 

 

 
 
 
The doctor 

 
 

The 
policeman 

 

 
 

The duck 
 

 
 
 
The old man 

 
 

 

The baby 
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Doing Pictures 
 

                                         
 

                                         
 

 
 
 
 

is walking 
 
 

 
 
 
 

is eating 

 
 
 
 

is playing 

 
 
 

is brushing 

 
 
 

is reading 

 

 
 

is sleeping 
 

 
 
 

is washing 

 
 
 

is crying 

 
 
 

is running 

 
 

 
is drinking 
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is cutting 

 
 
 

is cutting 

 
 

 
is pushing 

 
 

 
is giving 

 
 
 
 

is dancing 
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What Pictures? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

the biscuits 
 

 
 
 
 

the bone 

 
 
 
 

the apple 

 
 
 
 
the sweets 

 
 
 

the ball 
 

 
 
 

the book 
 

 
 
 

the dinner 
 

 
 
 

the pram 
 

 
 
 

the cat 
 

 
 
an ice-cream 
 
 

 
 
 

the sand 

 
 

 
the dog 

 

 

 
 

the cup 
 

 
 

the sandwich 
 
 

 
 

 
 

the car 
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teeth 

 
 

 
hair 

 

 
 

the doll 

 

 
 

the cat 

 

 
the present 

 

 
 

the cake 
 

 
 
 

the apple 

 

 
 

the bread 

 
 

a sandcastle 
 

 
 
 

the biscuits 
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Where Pictures? 
                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

at the beach 

 

 
 
 

in the box 
 

 

 
 
 

on the chair 
 

 

 
 
 

on the rug 
 

 

 
 

in the living 
room 

 

 
 
 

in the flat 

 

 
 
 

in the kitchen 

 
 
 

in the 
playground 

 
 
 

in the 
bathroom 

 

 

 
 
 

in the park 
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at school 

 

 
 

outside 

 

 
 

in the bedroom 

 

 
 
 

in the puddle 

 

 
 
 

in the garden 
 


